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GOVERNANCE
Ethics in Government
•

Support ethics in government and measures to ensure that public officials and
employees perform their responsibilities in the public interest in accordance with the
highest ethical standards. Support measures to increase citizen confidence in
government. 1994, 2000, 2003
A. Cities and other local governmental entities should have a code of ethics which sets
standards of conduct to ensure that public officials and employees perform their duties in
the public interest. 1994, 2003
B. The code of ethics should include sections on conflict of interest, improper use of
position and public resources, compensation, gifts and disclosure of financial interests.
1994, 2003
C. Adequate support should be provided to ensure compliance with the code of ethics and
to enhance public awareness of that code.

Government coordination
•

Support increased efficiency and cost-effectiveness as follows:
A. Area-wide administration of those functions that require it.
B. Local administration of local functions.
C. Integration of services.
D. A merit system.

•

Support coordination and cooperation among all local governments, including ports,
schools and special districts.

•

Support cost containment through efficient administration of county systems;
consolidation of special services, where appropriate; coordination between the cities and
the county, particularly in the area of criminal justice; and preventive services,
including alternatives to incarceration. 2005

Elections
•

Support nonpartisan municipal elections. 1963, 1969, 1973, 1975, 1996
A. The chief legal officer should be appointed. 1963, 1964, 1975
B. Council members should not be elected exclusively by district. 1975, 1996
C. Procedures for filling council vacancies should include provision for citizen
participation.1973, 1975
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•

Support the short ballot principle 1963,1964, 1975,2005
A. Jobs requiring technical skills should be appointive.
B. Jobs requiring representation should be elective.
C. Candidates appearing unopposed on the primary ballot should not appear on the final
ballot.

•

Support the following election criteria to foster fair and effective representation: 1996
A. Participation in elections by the maximum number of citizens.
B. Focus on issues. Negative campaigning should be discouraged.
C. Accountability. Elected officials should be answerable to those who elect them.
D. Stability. A small change in voting percentages should not result in huge swings
in representation.
E. Simplicity. The system and access to it should be easily understood by the

electorate.
F. Diversity of candidates.
G. Equal opportunity to participate in the political process.
H. Representation of the broad political spectrum of the electorate.
I. Responsiveness to all voters. Legislative bodies must be able to reflect the views
of the electorate.
J. Methods which maximize the effectiveness of the individual vote.
Privatization
•

The following core services, functions and assets, critical to the well-being of the people,
should remain with government and not be transferred to the private sector: Courts,
police, public health, public schools, prisons and jails, voter services, taxation, parks,
lakes, water and mineral rights, beaches, streams, and forests. 2010

•

The following criteria should be the basis for decisions regarding whether core
government services, functions and assets not listed in the preceding section should be
transferred to the private for-profit sector. Does the proposed transfer:
A. Serve the public interest today as well as for future generations?
B. Align with public health and safety concerns?
C. Assure quality of life for residents in the region?
D. Ensure adequate government control and oversight, including performance audits?
E. Include provisions for transparency, public involvement and competitive bidding?
F. Protect individuals from abuse?
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•

Public agencies are required to make a documented finding of adequate return on
investment for the public for any government contribution of funds or assets to the
private sector. Periodic performance audits should be required and made public
regarding whether stated public benefits were met. 2010

•

For two years after leaving government service, government employees and elected
officials should be prohibited from working for any private company for which they
had oversight responsibilities or authority over awarding contracts. 2010

Public-Private Partnerships
•

Support measures to ensure accountability and adequate citizen
participation/oversight in public-private partnerships. Our vision recognizes
that public-private partnerships may serve as a mechanism for cities and other
governmental entities to work in concert with the private sector to achieve public
objectives under the following conditions: 2002
A. Citizens should be involved at the earliest possible point in the process. Prior to any
governmental commitment or negotiation about a possible project, citizen involvement
should be solicited and required to assess the benefits, if any, and risks, both tangible and
intangible, of any proposed public/private partnership. 2002
B. Periodic public hearings should be held in which there is an opportunity for citizens to
comment at the initiation of a project and at key stages of project development. 2002
C. Any proposed public-private partnership involving a substantial commitment of public
funds should be reviewed by an advisory body that will provide advice and direction to
the governmental entity involved and to the public. 2002
D. Criteria should be developed to enable the public and any designated advisory body to
weigh the public benefit and cost of public-private partnerships. 2002
E. Any advisory body should be empowered to develop additional criteria to ensure:
1. Accountability to the citizenry.
2. An adequate cost/benefit analysis.
3. An adequate return on the public investment. 2002.
F. To ensure a successful public-private partnership, the governmental entity should
develop a set of standards prior to entering into a contractual agreement with a private
partner that includes the following:
1. A competitive selection process.
2. Identification of financial exposure, public objectives and contract safeguards.
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3. Investment in the necessary expertise for negotiating the contract.
4. Establishment of contractual performance standards, including exit provisions and
methods to enforce the standards.
5. Development of methods to assure adequate oversight and accountability at every
stage of the project. 2002
GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE
Criteria for Evaluating Governmental Structures
•

The League of Women Voters of Seattle-King County uses the following criteria to evaluate
governmental structures and operations:
A. Separation of powers.
B. A system of checks and balances. (See also City Governments)
C. A system of clearly fixed responsibilities.
D. Sound management practices.
E. Responsiveness to the electorate and to changing conditions.
F. Intergovernmental cooperation.

County Government

Support a county-wide policy-making body with legal authority to

establish policy for functions which require area-wide solutions. 1997, 2000
A. Support the continuation of the regional committees as defined in the 1993 Charter
Amendments, pending further evaluation.
1. Encourage county council members to take their roles on the regional committees
seriously and to value committee recommendations. There should be little
duplication of effort between council committees and regional committees.
2. Encourage establishment of a clear definition of the role of the Regional Policy
Committee.
B. Support a Home Rule Charter free of statutory law.
•

Support a form of county government that is representative of the areas governed. 1997,
2000 The government should:
A. Strengthen unincorporated area councils as a way to provide representation for those
areas. Encourage public visibility for these councils.
B. Have public involvement as a core value. It should:
1. Provide all citizens meaningful opportunities for effective involvement and recognition
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of their responsibility to participate.
2. Identify barriers to public involvement and take steps to reduce and overcome them.
3. Take steps to foster trust between citizens and their government.
4. Focus on providing timely and useful public information with appropriate use of
technology.
5. Incorporate the common threads of demonstrated successful models for public
involvement into its programs.
C. Make full use of media and technology to provide information about the Metropolitan
King County Council deliberations, meetings and hearings. These meeting places, times
and agendas should be publicized well in advance and meetings should be convenient and
accessible.
D. Give the voters the opportunity to decide whether King County elections should be
partisan or nonpartisan.
E. Provide ways for citizens to amend the charter. Charter Review Commission
recommendations to the council should be placed automatically on the ballot.
•

Support a form of county government that would have the power and resources to
carry out its functions, including adequate financial resources.

•

1997, 2000, 2005

Support maintaining discretionary county services, especially in the areas of health and
human services. 2005

•

Support establishment of long-range goals, plans to attain them, and a performance
budget in an understandable form, including a long-range capital improvement
program.

• Support the use of tools that would promote the annexation of unincorporated urban
areas to an adjacent city. 2005

City Governments (population >8000) Support home rule for the city of Seattle. 1963, 1975,
1984
•

Support cities having control over those matters which are of strictly local concern.

•

Support measures to increase accountability, responsiveness and efficiency of city
governments.

•

Support the separation of powers and an adequate system of checks and balances
among the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government (and these
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respective functions), with the responsibilities of each being clearly defined. 1963, 1969,
1973, 1975, 1990
A. Executive Branch
1.Administrative functions should be integrated under the control of the mayor, who should
be given authority commensurate with this responsibility. 1963
a. Sound management practices should be applied to city operations in order to ensure
maximum efficiency and economy. Authority should be commensurate with
responsibility at all levels. Lines of authority and responsibility within the
administrative organization should be clear and singular. 1963
b. The city personnel system should operate with efficiency, good quality and
responsiveness to programs of elected officials and the public. There should be adequate
incentive and opportunity for those who choose public service as a career. The following
concepts of the city’s personnel system should be broadly stated in the charter. 1963,1975

1) Elected officials should make policy. 1975
2) The personnel system should be administered by a director appointed by the
mayor. 1975
3) Appeals should be heard by a body not involved in policy-making or
administration. 1975
2. The mayor should have a role in recommending policy and program to the legislative
branch, and should have veto power over legislative action. 1963
B. Legislative Branch
1. The primary role of the city council should be legislative. 1969
a.

The council should give careful consideration to community needs, to the setting of
community goals and to long-range planning to achieve the desired ends. 1969

b. The council should have adequate staff for study and research. 1969

2. The council should approve specified executive appointments. 1963
3. The council should ratify the budget, appropriate all monies and perform the postaudit program. 1963
4. The council is responsible for review and adoption of the capital improvements
program. 1964
5. Citizen participation in the budget preparation process must begin early to be
effective. A comprehensive policy plan which relates budget priorities to legislative
goals should structure opportunities for citizen participation. 1974

League of Women Voters of Seattle-King County
Full positions

as revised and adopted 5/18/2017

pg. 7

•

Support measures to ensure communications between city officials, local governmental
entities and the public so as to bring city government closer to the people and make it
more responsive to their needs. 1963, 1972, 2003
City officials and other local governmental entities should:
A. Involve citizens early in decision-making processes. City officials and local
governmental entities should encourage participation by the diverse groups affected by
local actions or decisions and seek to achieve decision-making processes that are
perceived as fair. City officials and local governmental entities should make every effort
to supply the public with information on new proposals and on existing city policies,
programs and finances. 1963, 1984, 1990, 1994, 1995, 2003

B. Coordinate procedures for handling individual inquiries and complaints. 1963
C. Facilitate effective two-way communication, through such mechanisms as a
formal community council structure, informal city council meetings in different areas,
storefront city halls, convenient times and places for public meetings, regularized hearing
procedures and the use of polls and surveys. 1969, 1990
D. Use collaborative processes in appropriate circumstances, provided that
government retains and exercises its responsibility to make final decisions. 1995
E. Publicize opportunities for citizen participation by including announcements in a regular
place in the daily newspapers and electronic media and mailing notices sufficiently in
advance of the public hearings and informational meetings. 1972, 1984, 1990, 1994, 1995
F. Support use of citizen advisory bodies in local government. City officials and local
governmental entities should seek diversity and balance when making appointments
to citizen advisory committees and task forces. 1982, 1984, 1985, 1995, 2003
G. Provide feedback to citizens regarding their input and/or the resulting decision. The
information to be provided should be tailored to the situation and distributed
through relatively inexpensive means. 1995
H. Encourage and support direct citizen action on issues of a truly local nature, within
the bounds of law and respecting individual rights. 1995
Public Development Authorities 1990
•

In specific and limited instances, Public Development Authorities (PDAs) may
provide efficiency and flexibility in achieving a public purpose. They are
appropriate where other means have been explored and no reasonable
alternatives have been found. PDAs should:
A. Have a narrow focus and clearly defined purpose.
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B. Have an assured source of funding.
C. Be subject to periodic charter review and termination.
D. Have boards which are carefully selected, qualified, adequately trained and operating
under uniform governmental guidelines.
E. Be closely monitored by and held accountable to the city or county, especially in the
areas of staffing, budget and audit.
F. Provide sufficient communication with their constituency and the general public,
including notice of meetings and activities. 1990.
Special Districts
•

Support consolidation of like special districts and setting of minimum, enforceable,
county-wide standards for special districts.

Port Districts PSL 1982, 1989

•

Support public port districts as authorized by R.C.W. Title 53.04.010 (as of 1985), with
emphasis on coordinated planning, public accountability, purposes of the port and
environmental sensitivity. Support:
A. Cooperation and coordinated comprehensive planning with a regional, state or
international agency to facilitate orderly planning and public accountability.
B. Enforcement of the Shoreline Management Act and other environmental regulations.
C. Attention to community recreational needs.
D. Improving relations between public port districts and citizens by:
1. Better publicity about port activities and plans.
2. Increased citizen involvement and input.
3. Responsiveness to citizen concerns.

ECONOMY
Economic Development
•

Support measures to achieve a healthy economy characterized by services that meet
basic human needs, including: 1995
A. Affordable, accessible and quality health care.
B. Quality jobs that pay a living wage.
C. A wide spectrum of educational opportunities.
D. A protected environment that includes open space.
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E. Adequate infrastructure that is well maintained.
F. Availability of cultural and leisure activities.
G. A diversified economy that provides a strong tax base.
•

Support measures to enhance the economy, including: 1995
A. Improving the transportation and infrastructure systems.
B. Enacting a more progressive tax structure for business and individuals.
C. Improving decision-making processes between citizens, government and business.
D. Streamlining the regulatory processes.
E. Cooperation between the public and private sectors to protect and improve the
environment.
F. Cleanup of contaminated areas to levels sufficiently safe for continued industrial uses.
G. Strengthening cities as regional centers.
H. Maintaining and encouraging both old and new businesses.
K. Preserving industrial and commercially zoned areas.

• Support the use of public funds for economic development that benefits the public and
that: 2006
A. Provides sustainable, living-wage jobs.
B. Supports the development goals and economic vitality of the community.
C. Encourages good business practices, fair and safe treatment of employees, and protection
of the environment.
• Support the evaluation of publicly-funded economic development activities to ensure
that stated goals are achieved. 2006
• Support business regulation that is clear and consistent, and that protects public health,
worker safety, and the environment. 2006
• Support legislation that links the granting and continuation of corporate subsidies, tax
preferences, and incentives to specific criteria which ensure transparency and
accountability. 2007
A. Criteria should include clear and measurable goals that serve an essential public purpose
and:
1. Offer clear cost/benefit value to the public.
2. Provide living wage jobs.
3. Protect the environment.
4. Sustain affordable housing.
B. A citizen commission should be created to oversee the corporate subsidy process, ensure
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accountability, and establish consequences such as a loss of subsidies if goals are not met.
Trade Support the encouragement of more trade activity if this growth is well planned and
sensitive to environmental concerns and to the needs of workers both in the U.S. and
internationally. 1978, 1982
A. The city of Seattle should have an active liaison with the Port of Seattle and participate in
long-term planning and decision-making.
B. The port should attempt to become financially self-sufficient.
C. An expansion of the Foreign Trade Zone is desirable.
•

Support an international trade policy, set primarily at the national level. The state and
cities should be involved in formulating this policy.

Budget and Finance
•

Support adequate financial resources for local governments.

•

Support the following criteria for use in prioritizing programs and projects: 1988
A. When prioritizing programs/projects the highest priority should be given to those that
meet basic human needs. 1988
B. There should be a review of funding sources to determine appropriate participation of
other governments. 1988
C. There should be a comprehensive review of the economic impacts, including revenue
production, cost effectiveness and identification of all costs including maintenance. 1988

•

Support measures and procedures to ensure that the budgets of cities and other local
governmental entities are prepared using sound financial management procedures and
that citizens have ample opportunity to participate in the development and review of the
proposed annual budget. 1983, 1988, 2003
A. City budget preparation and control should be the responsibility of the mayor. 1963,
1979, 2003
B. Cities should work toward adoption of the program-performance concept of
budgeting based upon a reasonable plan of work costs and performance measurement.
1964, 1979
C. All proposed program and personnel needs should be evaluated during a single budget
preparation period. Amendments should be considered only as needs change or as
necessity dictates. 1964, 1979
D. The budget staff should be professionally trained and should be large enough to carry out
a continuous program of budget research. 1964, 1979
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E. The printed budget should be considered a public information document and should
include comprehensive explanations of scheduled government programs. 1964,
1979
F. The form of the budget should be clear and easily readable in order to facilitate decisionmaking. LWE 2004
Capital Improvement Projects
Support the following methods for financing capital improvements:

•

A. Major maintenance and repairs should be funded from the Cumulative Reserve Fund.
1987
B. Revenue bonds should be used for revenue producing projects.
C. Special levies should be used for short-term projects and emergencies.
D. General obligation bonds should be used for long-term capital improvements. 1985
Support measures to evaluate the development and implementation of capital

•

improvement projects. 1985 (see also LAND USE, Comprehensive Planning)
A. The following criteria should be considered in evaluating proposals for funding of capital
improvement projects:
1. Process used in identifying and prioritizing needs.
2. Specific project language.
3. Terms for the redemption of bonds comparable with the life of the project.
4. A plan for financing the operating and maintenance costs for the expected life of the
project.
5. Defined mechanisms to assure accountability.
6. Appropriateness of the bond or levy issue as the source of funding.
7. Consistency of the project with an overall plan.
8. Jurisdictional coordination.
B. There should be a broad-based citizen oversight committee to monitor the
implementation of capital projects.
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND JUSTICE
Law Enforcement, Crime Prevention and Rehabilitation
•

Support a well-trained and adequate police force, responsive to public needs. 1969,
1979, 2002

A. Police recruitment should be flexible and aggressive. Emphasis should be on attracting
minority candidates and recruiting in high schools and colleges. Recruitment policies
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should provide for lateral entry, recognizing related experience or education. Salaries
should be adequate to attract and keep qualified applicants. Pay incentives for advanced
education should be part of the salary schedule. 1969, 2002
B. The chief law enforcement official should be offered a contract for employment.
2002
C. Training is a vital function of the police department. Police officers should be involved in
on-going training which includes:
1. Diversity training.
2. Multi-cultural experiences.
3. Crisis intervention.
4. Training in police procedures.
5. The use of less lethal weapons.
6. Anger management.
7. Communication skills.
8. Mental health issues.
9. Other social issues. 1969, 2002
D. General police policies should be publicized. 1969
E. Communication, mutual understanding and cooperation between police and public are
needed. Community policing is a valuable resource. Positive police involvement with
community groups and youth is valuable in building relationships with the community.
1969, 2002
F. A system of police accountability with independent citizen review is necessary. The
handling of complaints regarding police conduct should inspire public confidence and
include citizens in a substantive role. The method of initiating complaints and the
procedure for handling and disposing of complaints should be well publicized. 1969,
1979, 2002
G. Data should be collected to provide information about racial profiling with a focus on
trends. Video cameras in police cars could be used for supplementary data collection.
2002
•

Support police policies, based on adequate planning, staffing and training, that protect
the rights of free speech and assembly while providing safety for all. 2002, 2009

•

Support an emphasis in law enforcement on building trust in immigrant communities,
including the policy of asking about an individual’s immigration status only if he/she
has been charged with a felony or misdemeanor. 2008
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•

Support local governmental programs for crime prevention and rehabilitation. 1970,
1979, 1994
A. Programs should emphasize youth programs, rehabilitation of misdemeanants, increased
use of community-based services (e.g., probation, work release, group homes and halfway houses) and constant evaluation of the results of various programs. 1970.
B. Positive citizen involvement is basic to crime prevention and should include individual
responsibility for neighborhood and community welfare as well as participation in
programs using volunteers. 1970, 1979
C. The government has a responsibility to provide equal justice for all economic segments
of society. 1970.
D. There should be education of the judiciary, attorneys, and the public on issues and effects
of gender and sexual orientation stereotyping. 1994

Courts
•

Support implementing a strong court administration responsible for unified customer
service, efficient management systems and coordinated technology. 1999

•

Support reducing jurisdictional overlap except to provide flexibility in dealing with case
overloads. 1999

•

Support changes to the judicial selection system that would ensure qualified judges,
increase public awareness of judicial elections and provide the public with the
information needed to make informed decisions. 1999

•

Support municipal court systems organized to effectively and efficiently meet the needs
of our urban communities. 1986
(see also HUMAN RESOURCES/SOCIAL POLICY, Juvenile Justice)

HUMAN RESOURCES/SOCIAL POLICY
Human Services
•

Support measures to provide basic food, shelter and health care for those unable to
provide for themselves and to provide training and opportunity for employment. 1982,
1984
A. Human services should be delivered by federal, state and local governments according to
which levels can provide services most effectively and efficiently.
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B. The federal government should tax for human services to provide a minimum base of
revenue in order to ensure quality and equity among states and citizens. States and local
governments can then tax according to their ability and desire to provide additional
services.
C. Federal, state and local governments should regulate the delivery of human services, with
minimum standards set by the federal government to ensure equality among states and
citizens.
D. The role of volunteers is important in the delivery of human services, but should be
considered supplemental to governmental provision of basic services.
E. The siting of community-based residential facilities for individuals needing social
services should include careful screening of clients, sufficient staff, agency
accountability, early and continuous community/neighborhood involvement and
adequate funding to meet these criteria. 1990.
F. The role of local government in providing human services should include a process for
assessing needs and planning for those needs. Human services should be integrated
in city budgets as part of the whole since they are as important as other city services.
LWE 2004
•

Support funding for community mental health services that addresses factors such as
the number of individuals needing services, complexity of client needs, and local factors
such as housing and labor markets that affect the cost of providing services. 2004

•

Support removal of artificial barriers to advancement in employment. 1993
A. Encourage women to choose non-traditional career paths by providing role models and
apprenticeships.
B. Recognize the importance of providing family leave to all employees. 1994
C. Encourage the availability of family leave to include the employee who is a primary
caregiver. Extend uses of family leave to include circumstances of death, including the
death of a domestic partner. 1994

•

Support the involvement of local government in sponsoring ESL classes for all
immigrants. 2009

•

Support measures to prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, religion,
age, gender, physical or mental disability, race, national origin, marital status or socioeconomic status, and to promote equal rights for all persons. 1994, 2000

Housing
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•

Support programs that promote individual choice of housing by enhancing the
availability and affordability of alternatives throughout the region. Programs should:
1992, 2000
A. Allow flexibility in single family zones to provide for accessory units, duplexes, cluster
housing and row houses.
B. Encourage the production of accessory dwelling units by simplifying the process and
providing workshops and demonstrations which assist and inform.
C. Encourage multi-unit buildings that are designed to accommodate families and that
provide for health and safety and play areas.
D. Encourage housing arrangements and zoning that support the needs of changing family
patterns and aging population.
E. Allow manufactured housing which meets local standards. LWE 2004
F. Support zoning variances for the establishment of mobile home courts. LWE 2004

•

Support low-income housing programs which meet the needs of low-income persons, are
well located with respect to schools, jobs, medical care, shopping and transportation,
and contribute to the diversity of the neighborhood. 1978, 1982, 1994, 1995, 2000
A. Physical considerations
1. Subsidized low-income housing should be designed and maintained to blend well
with the neighborhood.
2. Subsidized housing should not be identifiable as such.
3. The housing should be well-constructed and designed for low maintenance.
B. Locational considerations
1. Concentration of subsidized units must be avoided.
2. Regional considerations should be a factor.
3. The impact of housing patterns on the diversity of the neighborhood should be given
serious consideration.
4. Informed community participation in the planning process is essential to increase
neighborhood acceptance.

•

Support programs to aid homeless families and single adults and to prevent
homelessness. 1995 Programs should:
A. Ensure accessibility of services for homeless people by providing and publicizing a
central clearinghouse for referral to such services.
B. Increase outreach and engagement programs that serve homeless individuals with mental
illness, chemical addictions or dual diagnoses.1995, 2004
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C. Provide resources and support services to prevent homelessness.
•

Support efforts to limit the damaging environmental and social effects of sprawl. 2000

•

Support the efforts of government at all levels to increase the supply of affordable
housing through a variety of programs. 2000

•

Support policies which increase the density and the supply of affordable housing and
include: 2000
A. Informed community participation in the planning process.
B. Support for tenant responsibility and participation in planning, management, and
maintenance.
C. Projects which are small in scale, diverse in population, well-managed, and in keeping
with the character of the neighborhood.
D. Neighborhood amenities including parks and open space, schools, a good transportation
plan, and access to services.

Health and Safety
•

Support provision of public health services to all without regard to their citizenship
status. 2009

•

Support such measures to reduce the exposure of the population to toxics in the home as
educating the public and public officials, informing the media, developing advocacy
groups, and improving building standards. 1990, 2001

•

Support incentives to promote healthy homes. 1994, 2001

•

Support research and education in the area of indoor toxics. 1994, 2001

•

Support public health as a basic function of government that must receive adequate and
sustained public funding. The activities that are critical in sustaining community health
include community-based preventive services; control of communicable diseases;
emergency preparedness; and ensuring a safe and healthy environment. 2005

Human Rights
•

Support a human rights agency as a necessary and useful local government function.
1966, 1969
A. Any advisory group to the agency should be broadly representative of the community.
1966, 1969, 1976
B. The agency’s budget should provide for an adequate staff. 1966, 1969, 1976

Microlending
•

Support the concept of microlending. 2000
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A. Encourage members and other Leagues to invest in, join or otherwise become involved
with supporting microlending groups (i.e., support industries that support microcredit).
2000
B. Assist with publicizing the microlending concept. Advertise diverse microlending
programs. To help connect potential participants (borrowers, lenders, patrons and
venues), encourage other community groups and institutions as well. 2000
C. Encourage use of municipal venues to provide space for microlending enterprises and act
as clearing houses for local micro-enterprise products, services and information.
2000
D. Educate legislators to support legislation supporting microlending efforts and favorable
tax and licensing laws for microlending enterprises at all levels of government. Lobby
for renewal of Community Reinvestment Act. 2000
E. Spearhead study of requirements for small business startup and seek effective criteria to
monitor microcredit programs for quality (e.g. programs should provide training,
ongoing support and structure for repayment). 2000
Women
•

Support local government policies that enable women to make economic and personal
decisions for themselves and their families, and that: 1981, 1993, 1994
A. Encourage availability and quality of child care programs by government and the private
sector.
B. Promote the economic worth of women’s jobs through equal pay for work of equal value.
C. Ensure protection from sexual assault. 1994
D. Require school programs and training to reduce gender bias, by such means as
1. Involving women and girls in education reform to reduce gender bias.
2. Educating teachers, administrators and counselors on issues related to gender
expectations.
3. Ensuring that materials studied reflect and value women and girls.
4. Including mentoring, role models and apprenticeship programs to expose students to
a variety of career choices, including non-traditional ones.
5. Developing gender-neutral testing and assessment techniques.
E. Ensure protection from domestic violence. 1994
1. Encourage the development of a legal definition for emotional abuse as part of the
legal definition of domestic violence and make provision for legal remedies.
2. Support public funding of programs:
a.

to reach out to victims of domestic violence.
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b.

to provide protection and assistance.

c.

to assure access to the courts.

d. for rehabilitation.

3. Advocate educational programs for all ages which identify domestic violence and
teach rational methods such as conflict resolution and anger management for the
resolution of disputes and prevention of violence.
4. Support statewide, uniform data collection to define and communicate the issues and
their scope and to document the need for funding.
•

Support policies that promote gender equity in employment. Policies should: 1993
A. Address artificial barriers to advancement of women in employment through affirmative
action.
B. Mandate education for employers and employees on issues of age and gender
discrimination and sexual harassment.
C. Maintain public funding for regulation and enforcement programs.
D. Develop programs to support and advocate for women who are victims of sexual
harassment.
E. Effectively penalize businesses for repeated, verified sexual harassment charges.
Train/retrain offenders.

•

Support policies that promote awards of spousal maintenance. In addition to statutory
provisions, the following factors should be considered: 1994
A. The respective standard of living each party will experience after divorce.
B. Compensation for contributions made by the dependent spouse, including support of the
other spouse in preparation for career advancement and non-financial contributions to the
family and home.
C. Compensation for relinquished opportunities for further education and employment
advancement.
D. The constricted occupational opportunities for an older person without a current job
resume.
E. The prevailing lower rates of compensation for women.
F. The practice of automatically terminating awards upon the remarriage of the party
receiving maintenance.
G. The enforcement of spousal maintenance awards.

•

Support a uniform system of legislation protecting a divorced spouse’s rights to pension
benefits obtained during a marriage. 1994
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•

Support policies that promote reproductive choice. 1994
A. The constitutional right of privacy of the individual to make reproductive choices should
be protected. Restrictions impose undue burdens on the right to an abortion.
B. Government should provide public funds for family planning, prenatal care, childbirth,
abortion education and assistance, and contraceptive research, development and usage.
C. School sex education programs should include information about family planning and
about abortion.

Teens
•

Support government funding of programs to insure health, safety, education and
welfare of teens. 1995

•

Support prevention and intervention programs to overcome problems of violence,
suicide, homelessness, and family dysfunction. 1995
A. There should be increased public involvement and attention to teens and their needs,
increased advertisement of teen programs to the teen population and to the public, and
increased communication between all levels of the community and teenagers.
B. There should be greater involvement of parents and teens in development and
management of teen programs.
C. There should be increased and continuing parenting skills training for parents.
D. Criteria for support of public funding for teen programs should include:
1. Promotion of equality of opportunity and diversity.
2. Serving a prevention and/or intervention purpose.
3. Evaluating for effectiveness.
4. Reflecting the needs of the neighborhood and/or specific special populations.
E. There should be cooperation and collaboration between public and private agencies to
provide services for teens. Government agencies should be encouraged to contract with
private agencies to provide services for teens.
F. Criteria for contracting with private agencies should include:
1. Oversight and periodic evaluation by the appropriate government agency.
2. Non-discrimination policies consistent with those required of government agencies.
G. There should be stable funding for teen programs.

Children
•

Support measures to assure that children have adequate food, clothing, education, and
medical care, and a safe home environment free from abuse and neglect. While primary
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responsibility rests with the family, the community must provide the support if the
family does not. 1985, 2003
A. There should be adequate funding of programs which meet the needs of children, youth
and families.
B. Priority should be given to increased resources for programs which support children and
families, more residential care facilities serving youth, and early intervention and
prevention programs in the schools.
(see also EDUCATION, Early Childhood Programs)
•

Support programs that provide parenting education and assist parents in problem
resolution, in order to foster positive child development and prevent delinquency. 2003

Drug Abuse and the Community
•

Support measures to expand and fund drug abuse prevention education and drug abuse
treatment programs, as a means to reduce the demand for drugs. Measures should
include: 1992
A. Expansion of and funding for school programs to prevent drug abuse, and
establishment of programs to reach school drop-outs.
B. Public education in family management, parenting, job skills, and evaluation of
commercial media which enhance drug use.
C. Provision of integrated services as appropriate, including long-term treatment, counseling
and mental health services, to all drug abusers and to meet the needs of individuals with
co-occurring disorders. 1992, 2004
D. Community involvement to provide alternative behavior opportunities for potential drug
abusers, and to assist neighborhood police with citizen block watches for crime
prevention.
E. Strict enforcement of penalties for drug traffickers.
F. Periodic evaluation of drug programs and interagency coordination and cooperation.

Juvenile Justice
•

Support measures to develop and provide family, child and youth development
programs to prevent delinquency, crime, and/or recidivism. 2002.
A. Youth services and programs at all levels of government and in the private sector should
be coordinated and the entities should work cooperatively. 2002
B. Programs should include education and support for the family, not just the youth. 2002
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C. Funding for these programs should be long-term and stable, and should include funds for
ongoing evaluation and coordination. 2002
D. Treatment programs in the community should be used in lieu of incarceration for at-risk
youth. 2002.
Cultural Activities
•

Support governmental involvement in cultural activities. 1989, 1994
A. Cities and other local governments should contribute financially to the support of cultural
activities.
B. Acceptable means of giving support to cultural activities are appropriations distributed
through Arts Commissions; 1% for Art; admission tax relief; levies and bond issues;
indirect subsidies such as low rent; and direct appropriation.
C. Those organizations which receive support from the government should be fiscally
responsible and should encourage public involvement, such as (but not limited to)
providing that performances and visual arts be accessible to the public, and facilitating
public input to budget issues.

Public Library
•

Support a public library system that provides the public with fundamental library
services and access to information technology. 1993, 2005
A. Fundamental services and material should be free of charge and should address the needs
of diverse populations, including children, the physically disadvantaged and new readers.
B. Public funding should support library services. Private sources may supplement such
funding.
C. Trained staff is needed to provide special assistance to children and new readers, and to
assist the public in using information technology. The level of fundamental services
should be maintained.
D. User fees should be allowed for extensive electronic data searches and other staffintensive services.
E. The public library board of trustees should be appointed in a process that is open to the
public. Selection criteria should be developed and appointees should represent diverse
public interests.
F. Public library board meetings and agendas should be widely publicized. The board
should solicit public input and involvement.
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EDUCATION
•

Support an educational system that provides quality staffing and citizen involvement;
permits each child to acquire basic skills, to develop the ability to reason, and to develop
self-esteem and social skills; and challenges all children to achieve their full potential. A
variety of educational approaches should be provided to achieve these goals. 1974, 1987,
2012

Financing
•

Support adequate long-range financing for our public schools. 1962, 1970, 2012
A. All levels of government are responsible for schools. 1968
B. Support local control over use of monies raised from the local property tax.

1968

C. Support increasing the level of school funding.
D. Support equitable and dependable state taxes for school funding, particularly a state
income tax.
E. Support the use of local special levies and private funding for special needs, such as
enhancement beyond the level mandated by the Basic Education Act; oppose the use of
special levies and private funding for basic services, operation and maintenance.
F. Support the use of private funds to augment public funding under guidelines which
promote equity and maintain school district’s control.
Policy-Making
•

Support a curriculum which includes academics, the arts, physical education and work
skills. LWE 2004

•

Support an elected school board whose primary role is making policy, and which has
final decision-making powers. 1962, 1970, 1971
A. School board policies should be clearly written, flexible and subject to periodic revision.
1962
B. The school board has a responsibility to lead in seeking solutions to the problems of de
facto segregation and to promote public understanding of the entire situation. 1966, 1970.
C. Issues of gender and power should be integrated into the K-12 curriculum. Issues such as
sexuality and healthy development, teen pregnancy, sexually transmitted disease, incest, rape
and domestic violence should be part of the curriculum. 1994
D. The school board has a responsibility to establish discipline policies that are consistent
and fair to all regardless of race, national origin, socioeconomic status, health status,
gender or sexual orientation. 1994
E. Curriculum and library materials should adequately depict the broad range of family
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structures. 1994
F. Appropriate training should be provided to school personnel, to students, and to parents
so that they can create an environment free of prejudice, hate and harassment. 1994
G. Prepaid transportation should be provided to all public school students residing within the
district as provided by law. 1966, 1970.
H. Integration should be maintained as an important goal, balanced with the primary goal of
academic achievement. 1997
I.

The weighted-student formula is a reasonable approach to school funding which needs to
be monitored for its effectiveness. 1997

J. A school assignment plan should provide parents with a variety of options. However, in
order for parents to evaluate the options adequately, the school district must provide
good information and assistance to parents. 1997
K. A Citizen Advisory Group should be established to monitor the implementation of the
Seattle School District’s Comprehensive Plan for Improving Academic Performance.
1997.
Governance
•

Support measures that clearly delineate authority and responsibility at the school
building level, and a governance structure that involves the community. 1997
A. Support a school board policy which makes the principal the responsible authority at the
school building level, within a structure that assures the principal’s accountability.
B. Support an advisory school governance structure at the building level. A governance
structure at the building level should be broadly representative and include the principal,
staff, students, parents and the community.
C. Support community involvement in the schools through such activities as tutoring,
volunteering, sharing expertise, fundraising and community support.

Educational Reform
•

Support educational reforms that address individual student needs and measures that
allow innovation and flexibility in education. 1997
A. Support the establishment of alternative schools which meet the diverse needs of students
and parents.
B. Support teacher training for the inclusion of special education children in the regular
classroom.
C. Support an assessment and promotion policy which includes early identification and
remediation for those not meeting established standards.
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Administration
•

Support of the delegation of administrative functions to an appointed superintendent
responsible to the board. 1962, 1970.
A. Administrative organization should clarify lines of authority and promote efficiency of
operation. 1962
B. Local and site-based decision making and innovation within state guidelines should be
encouraged.

•

Support the use of all effective means of communicating with the public by the school
board and administration. 1962, 1971

•

Support efforts by the board to secure the counsel of parents, teachers, students and
other citizens throughout all phases of the policy-making process. 1971

•

Support the establishment and implementation of procedures by the school board and
administration for participation of school building staffs in district decision-making.
1987

•

Support involving the school building staff in the district decision-making processes
which affect them and their work with students.

Teacher Compensation
•

Support teacher compensation systems that reflect geographic cost of living variables
and special demographic factors, and that reward teacher growth and excellence. 1992

Teachers
•

Support an evaluation system for teachers that includes information from multiple
measures of student growth. The measures should reflect the overall performance of
the student. 2012

•

Support using the following criteria in determining a reduction in force (RIF) caused
by budget reductions: seniority based on years of experience, teacher evaluations, and
the needs of the school. 2012

•

Support funding for professional development and teacher collaboration time as a
priority for improving teacher effectiveness. 2012

Citizen Participation in Budget Process
•

Support the involvement of citizen and school building staff in the budget-making
process for public schools. 1973, 1987
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A. Citizens and school building staff should have easy access to all fiscal information. The
budget should be made easily understood, with breakdowns by program and individual
school. Summaries of budget information should be widely disseminated. Complete
budgets should be available in local schools, the district offices, and public libraries.
1973, 1987
B. Citizens and school building staff should be informed and involved early in the budgetmaking process. Spending priorities should be determined on the basis of needs of
students, district goals, program evaluation and availability of funds. The school board
should be responsible for final decisions. 1973, 1987
C. Support local special levies for maintenance and operation only until the state adequately
finances local school districts. 1973
Children at Risk
•

Support programs and staff to provide early identification of children at risk and
appropriate counseling and/or referral. 1985
(See also HUMAN RESOURCES/SOCIAL POLICY, Children)

Early Childhood Programs
•

Support the use of public funds for programs designed to meet the cognitive, physical
and social needs of children from birth through age eight; that encourage parent
education and involvement; and that provide health and human services to these
children and their families. 1990, 2006
A. The goal of early childhood education programs is to serve all children in our community
with quality programs, using sliding scale fees where appropriate. An interim goal is to
increase funding and expand programs to serve more children in greatest need of early
childhood programs and services. 1990, 2006
B. Responsibility for meeting the developmental and educational needs of children is shared
between the family and society. Federal, state, and local governments and school
districts should bear varying degrees of responsibility for ensuring the availability,
accessibility and quality of early childhood programs. Local governments and school
districts should take the lead in improving coordination of these programs in the
community. 1990, 2006
C. The elements which are most critical in improving the quality of early childhood
programs are adequate, stable and dependable funding; education of the public regarding
the social and economic benefits of early learning; family involvement; and community
and corporate support for doing this. 1990, 2006
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D. A quality early childhood program includes the following:
1. An appropriate adult-child ratio. 1990
2. A staff well trained in child development, adequately compensated, and focused on
meeting the individual needs of each child. 1990, 2006
3. A safe, secure, and nurturing environment with developmentally appropriate
curriculum. 2006
4. Encouragement of parental involvement in the care of children. 1990, 2006
5. Available and accessible hours and location. 2006
(see also HUMAN RESOURCES/SOCIAL POLICY, Children)
LAND USE
Comprehensive Planning
(see also Neighborhoods)
•

Support the interdisciplinary approach in comprehensive planning. 1969, 1972,
1984
A. Regulatory and acquisition decisions should be based on studies of public land’s
geophysical characteristics (for example, soil and water studies).
B. The environmental impact of development should be controlled by public land acquisition
and more stringent zoning, subdivision and building regulations.
C. Transportation Planning should include support for a regional mass transit system that
considers employment patterns, population growth and land-use plans; minimizes impact
on environment and neighborhoods; moves people in a secure, convenient and efficient
manner; and is of reasonable cost to the taxpayer for construction, use and maintenance.
1988
D. Building Code
1. A strong, enforceable and enforced housing code is essential for healthy urban
neighborhoods. 1962
2. Provisions for the effective control of noise between units in multi-family dwellings
should be included in the building code. 1977
E. An essential element of comprehensive planning is a long-range capital improvements
program which includes ALL capital improvements and which is updated
annually. It should include funds for advance acquisition of lands to implement
comprehensive planning. To be effective, it must be prepared in such a way that:
1. Proposed projects are assigned priorities.
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2. Projects recommended but not scheduled are listed in the program.
3. All financial resources available or needed for capital improvements are indicated.
4. A concise, intelligible report of the proposed program is prepared and widely
distributed to the public. 1965
F. Planning Commission
1. A planning commission is a desirable form of citizen participation in the planning
process. 1972, 1984
2. Planning commissions should be appointed citizen advisory groups representing a
balance of interests and geographical areas. 1969
3. The planning commission should promote and be a focus for citizen participation in
the planning process. The relevant governmental entity should appoint its members.
1974
Urban Areas (population > 8000)
•

Support measures to achieve a vision of livable cities through cooperation by city
governments with individuals, community organizations and business. This vision
includes the following elements:
A. Diversity of people, of educational, cultural and recreational activities, and of economic
opportunities. 1976, 1994
B. Institutions which are people-oriented, accessible to all and responsive to citizens’
needs. 1976, 1994
C. Good schools. 1976, 1994
D. Personal safety. 1976, 1994
E. Quality health care facilities. 1994
F. Noise levels within the limits recognized safe for human health. 1974
G. Diversity of places, services and activities to encourage use of the downtown. 1976,
1983, 1994
H. A sense of community in both neighborhoods and the city as a whole. 1976, 1990, 1994
I.

Facilities for living in the downtown area. 1976, 1983, 1994

J. Variety of ages, backgrounds and income levels among neighborhood residents. 1976,
1984, 1994
K. Strong community organizations as a means of citizen participation. Stability of
neighborhoods. 1976, 1990, 1994
•

Support measures to achieve comprehensive, coordinated, long- and short-range
planning for cities, with provision for periodic revisions. 1972, 1984, 1993,1994
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(see also Neighborhoods.)
Neighborhoods
•

Support communication and cooperation between cities, other local governmental
entities and neighborhoods to plan for, create and maintain healthy neighborhoods.
1992, 1993, 1994, 2002, 2003

•

Support a process that allows stakeholders to participate in the development and
implementation of neighborhood plans: 2002
A. The relevant city, as represented by an elected mayor and city council, bears a major
responsibility for planning.
B. The communication process should include a clear structure, citizen participation, and
coordination and cooperation among various interests. 2002
C. Cities and neighborhoods should cooperate to develop neighborhood plans, with both
parties establishing goals, identifying needs and options and selecting plan components.
Major institutions, commercial interests, libraries, schools, city and county departments
and others capable of having significant impacts on neighborhoods should be encouraged
to work to maintain the livability and vitality of neighborhoods. 2002
D. The neighborhood planning process should be open to all stakeholders, interested
citizens and institutions. Outreach efforts should be undertaken to ensure diversity of
viewpoints and representation of all impacted communities and interests. Stakeholders
should play a key role in establishing goals, identifying needs and options, and
developing, implementing and overseeing plans.
E. Cities should provide adequate support staff to assist in development and implementation
of neighborhood plans; staff should provide assistance in facilitating communication
among stakeholders, city departments and other levels of government and should serve as
a resource in securing funding to implement plans. 2002
F. Cities should encourage and support neighborhood planning and implementation efforts
and provide a sustained, stable and equitable source of funding. 2002
G. Cities’ role in concurrency is critical to the success of neighborhood plan
implementation, to ensure adequate financing necessary to support new development and
infrastructure and to accommodate growth. 2002
H. Cities and neighborhoods should be involved in a process that ensures a balanced
distribution of social services, facilities, and amenities.
I.

Cities and other local governmental entities should support measures to create and
maintain healthy neighborhoods. Characteristics of a healthy neighborhood should
include:
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1. Diversity in population, land use, and housing.
2. A focal point such as a school, business district, community center, religious center
or library.
3. Adequate parks, recreation facilities and open space.
4. Convenient transportation.
5. A sense of community. 2003
•

Support zoning processes that allow flexibility and diversity in neighborhoods and
provide for early neighborhood involvement in proposed development. 1992, 1994
A. Planning goals should include:
1. Preservation and enhancement of unique natural features, such as views and
waterfront. 1972, 1983
2. Preservation and expansion of parks, open spaces and greenbelts. 1972
3. Conservation and development of water, air and land resources to ensure
environmental quality. 1972, 1983
4. Attractive design of urban landscapes. 1972, 1983, 1992
5. Vital and attractive downtown areas with orientation to and amenities for pedestrians.
1972, 1976, 1983
6. Encouragement of the individual character and identity of neighborhoods. 1972,
1990, 1992
7. Preservation of structures and places of historical significance. 1972, 1983 (see also
Historic Preservation)
8. A convenient circulation system which is oriented toward public transit, pedestrian
walkways and bicycle paths. 1972, 1983
9. A healthy economy whose strength does not come at the expense of the environment.
1972
10. Integration of social and physical planning. 1972
11. Equality of opportunity for education, employment and housing. 1965, 1966, 1977
12. Equal justice for all economic segments of the economy. 1972
13. Coordination of planning with all levels of government. 1972, 1983
14. Strict control of off-premise signs to enhance the aesthetic quality of cities and to
eliminate visual pollution. 1973
B. Planning and zoning laws should implement comprehensive planning. 1977
1. Plans and zoning laws should be reviewed and updated to consider changing needs.
1977, 1984, 1992
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2. The administration of zoning should be coordinated to make it simpler, more
convenient and more understandable for the citizens. 1977, 1984
3. Zoning for downtown areas should:
a. Provide for the preservation or replacement of low-income housing.
b. Encourage or require public benefits which are included in the comprehensive
plan.
c. Control density of development by limits on size and height of buildings.
d. Encourage marine uses and allow for public access on central waterfront areas.
e. Prohibit housing and hotels over water. 1983
4. Zoning laws should be enforced. LWE 2004
5. Adequate notification of zoning laws should be given to the community and
affected property; owners should be notified individually. LWE 2004
6. Inquiries or complaints should be answered within a reasonable amount of time.
LWE 2004
7. In order to achieve successful social and physical planning, there should be
widespread citizen understanding of and participation in formulating the plans. MI
2004
•

Support density that is well planned, respects neighborhoods, facilitates public
transportation, is environmentally sensitive and complies with growth management
open space goals. 1992, 1994
A. Suggested guidelines for density:
1. Preserve, maintain, and enhance the character of urban areas.
2. Protect environmentally critical areas and other types of open space.
3. Support transportation goals.
4. Provide access to jobs.
5. Create desirable high density areas.
6. Ensure adequate infrastructure.
7. Preserve open spaces in both urban and rural areas.
8. Ensure neighborhood and community participation in the planning and design
process.
B. Support the following concepts: 1994
1. Urban Villages.
2. Sustainability.
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TRANSPORTATION AND GROWTH MANAGEMENT
•

Support the concentration of population growth by coordinating growth
management plans in order to support a mass transit system and to reduce sprawl. 2004

•

Support a diverse, seamless, balanced transportation system that includes such features
as regional and commuter rail; passenger-only and auto ferries; maximum development
of high-occupancy vehicle lanes; express, local and feeder buses; transportation for
special-needs; promotion of bicycle use; and adequate, safe pedestrian access to all
transit and community services. 2004

•

Support growth management/transportation planning and funding that includes
cooperation and coordination among transportation systems to implement effective
regional multi-modal transportation choices. 2004

•

Support the use of public transportation systems through incentives such as convenient,
affordable, secure transit services and pricing disincentives such as user-based taxes.
2004

•

Support incentives for additional employer auto-trip reduction programs. 2004

•

Support adequate and secure park-and-ride lots, community transportation centers and
transit-oriented development where appropriate. 2004

•

Support an increase in the amount of state, regional and local transportation funds to
implement the most appropriate high-priority transportation improvements consistent
with adopted growth management and transportation plans. 2004

•

Support coordination among all levels of government and industry in order to (1) share
equipment, money and expertise and (2) form regulations to control transportation of
hazardous material. The response procedure should be simplified, allowing for a
distinct chain of command and easy access to resource information. The importance of
adequate training, for both the personnel responsible for transporting the hazardous
material and the personnel handling the incidents, should be stressed. The funding for
enforcement of regulations and training of personnel should be provided by the private
sector and government. The state must provide adequate inspection and enforcement
regulations. KCS 2012

SeaTac Airport
•

Support cooperation among the King County government, the Port of Seattle and the
cities of King County surrounding SeaTac Airport in solving and preventing land use
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problems in the vicinity of SeaTac Airport through comprehensive and innovative
planning. Citizens should be involved in the planning process. KCS 2012
Publicly Owned Property
•

Support legally required procedures for determining when and what kinds of property
are considered surplus. LWE 2004
A. Governments should have an inventory of their publicly owned property, with projected
long- and short-term needs for the property in a form readily accessible to the public, and
should periodically review public property needs. LWE 2004
B. When a property has been determined to be surplus, the following steps should be taken:
LWE 2004
1. Other governmental agencies in the area should be notified the property will be
available for purchase. LWE 2004
2. The selling agency should make every effort to inform the public, by such means as
mailing to interested groups and individuals, obtaining media coverage, public
posting, and public hearings. LWE 2004
3. When a broad segment of the community might be affected by the disposal of a public
property, a citizens’ advisory board should be formed. In all cases, the public should
be kept advised from the earliest stages of the process. LWE 2004

Historic Preservation
•

Support using historical, architectural, and aesthetic values as criteria for designating
historic landmarks.

•

Support historic preservation policies which decide each designation on a case-by-case
basis, taking into consideration other public priorities, particularly human needs.

•

Support sharing the costs and benefits of historic preservation by the public and private
sector.

•

Support a process for determining landmark designation that includes a broad-based
commission, public hearings, and final approval by the appropriate governmental
entity, with provisions for appeal. 1986

•

Support Seattle Center as a unique urban park with a wide variety of activities and
open space made available to both residents and non-residents of the city. 1981
A. Seattle Center should be a regional cultural center, a regional entertainment center, and a
visitor destination for all ages and groups; and should continue to serve the needs of the
city as a place for meetings, conventions, trade shows and private functions. 1989
B. Management of the center should be separate from the Parks and Recreation Department.
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C. The center should generate as much revenue as is reasonable toward its operating budget
and routine maintenance. The center’s revenue should be augmented by tax monies. The
level and source of tax support should be consistent with the benefits the center provides
to the citizens of the city, region and state. 1981

NATURAL RESOURCES & THE ENVIRONMENT
Farmland
•

Support a flexible combination of governmental programs to prevent a nonreversible
alteration to lands with prime or productive soils. The principal use of those lands
should ultimately be food production. Governmental policies and programs including
taxation and zoning should support King County agriculture (land and industry). The
policies and programs should be guided by two goals:
A. Highest consideration should be the preservation of the most productive soils.
B. Second consideration should be the preservation of agriculture as an industry.
Policies and programs should recognize the value of private land ownership.

Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenbelts
•

Support comprehensive planning, acquisition, development, preservation and use of
parks, open spaces, unique areas, habitats, selected ecosystems and environmentally
sensitive areas and greenbelts, both public and private, to provide a wide variety of
facilities for all age groups and promote environmental awareness and a sense of
stewardship in the public. 1990, 1991, LWE 2004, KCS 2012
A. Cities and other governmental entities should establish a process, develop policies, and
enact legislation for the identification and preservation of open space. 1991
B. Coordination among departments and units of government involved is essential
for economy, efficiency, effective implementation of open space programs and
effectively informing the public of park needs, proposals, and programs. LWE 2004,
KCS 2012
C. All levels of government, in cooperation with private organizations, should provide
citizens with information and education on preservation of open space on private and
public land. Citizen participation in city, county and regional park and open space
programs is necessary in order to meet present and future needs. 1991,LWE 2004
D. Priorities for open space should be based upon the character and needs of the population.
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Land should be acquired now in developed areas and reserved in undeveloped areas.
LWE 2004
E. Natural topography should be utilized whenever possible in zones and between
developments, i.e. river valleys, flood plains, slide and steep slopes. LWE 2004, KCS
2012
F. Financing should be by any feasible method, including general obligation bonds and
other public funds, development and mitigation fees, gifts, advanced land acquisition
funds and special recreation districts. 1991, KCS 2012
•

Support the City of Mercer Island’s park and open space plan. MI 2004
A. Neighborhood parks are needed, particularly in densely populated areas.
B. Waterfront property is needed for parks. Emphasis should be placed on maximum
utilization of publicly-owned street ends.
C. The city should assume responsibility for developing a trails and walkways system, and
providing access to parks, schools and residential districts. Safety must be a prime
consideration.
D. The city should acquire more natural open space areas where appropriate to preserve
wooded environments and to prevent development in potential slide areas. Donation of
land by private owners should be encouraged and tax advantages to donors should be
publicized.

•

Support measures to achieve a well-maintained, adequately funded, diverse and safe
system of parks, recreation and open space which is accessible to all, with emphasis on
public service that is flexible and responsive to changing demographics and social needs.
1990.
A. A local park should be within walking distance of each residential neighborhood and
major parks should be served by convenient, easily identifiable and well publicized
public transit.
B. Where user fees are charged, means should be provided to assure that no person is
prevented from enjoyment of the parks and recreation system because of economic status.
C. Security measures should be adequate to protect the general public, and supervision,
where appropriate, should be available for children.
D. The public should be involved in an advisory role and as volunteers in the parks and
recreation system.
E. The relevant parks department should be responsible for planning, administering and
maintaining its facilities and programs, and should seek maximum cooperation of other
agencies and organizations.
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F. The department should develop and periodically update a long-range comprehensive
parks plan in which the goals for its parks and recreation system are explicitly stated.
G. The department should maximize its use of volunteers in carrying out its programs
through increased coordination, training and supervision.
H. Concessions may be used to help the department meet clearly-defined objectives, but the
quality of their services should be regularly reviewed, with public input, and revenue
from these concessions should not be greater than necessary to offset the cost of the
administration, maintenance and operation of the program or the facility.
Energy
•

Support the formulation of clearly-defined governmental policies on energy. 1975

•

Support the adjustment of the economy to zero energy growth, and the establishment of
a definite target date. 1975, 1982
A. The means of accomplishing zero energy growth should include energy conservation, a
shift toward economic activities that require less energy, and the use of technology to
develop energy-saving techniques.
B. Lower income groups should be protected from an inequitable share of hardships
resulting from a shift to zero energy growth.
C. Standards protecting the environment should not be relaxed.

•

Support governmental controls to accomplish energy conservation. Government should
encourage such measures as: 1975, 1994
A. Mass transit and fuel-conserving cars.
B. Establishment of reverse rate structures in utilities.
C. Dissemination of information on the necessity for and means of saving energy by
industry and individuals.
D. Subsidization of research and development on methods of conserving.
E. Establishment and enforcement of building standards with the object of conserving
energy and maintaining indoor air quality. 1994
F. Availability of home energy surveys to all energy consumers. 1994

•

Support research and development on a wide variety of new energy sources, such as
solar, solid waste, wind, geothermal, tides and nuclear fusion. 1975

•

Support a cautious approach to deregulation of the electric industry because of its
possible impact on the environment and various stakeholders. 1998
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A. All consumers, including the low-income, should have access to an affordable, reliable
source of electricity, and all providers should bear a fair share of the cost of the system
including cost to the environment and society.
B. Protection of the environment should be a major focus of any deregulation plan. The plan
should include the following:
1. Strict standards for suppliers, including public disclosure of costs, sources and
environmental impact.
2. A mechanism to ensure adequate funding for the conservation of energy and research
and development of renewable energy.
C. The use of clean fuels should be a goal. The pricing structure of energy should reflect the
overall cost to the environment.
Solid Waste Management
•

Support measures to achieve waste reduction and recycling of solid waste as a first
priority, with environmentally safe disposal of the remainder. 1985.

•

Support the reduction of dependence on landfills for disposal of solid waste through:
A. Education to increase public awareness and participation in waste reduction and recycling
programs.
B. Solid waste utility rates which include financial support for waste reduction and recycling
programs.
C. Incineration of solid waste, provided public health and environmental safeguards are
adequate, substantial waste reduction and recycling efforts are not adversely affected, and
energy is recovered as practical.

Air Quality
•

Support reducing the amount of carbon dioxide produced to achieve a sustainable
system. Support incorporating the best available science to achieve best practices, which
may include mitigation. 2005

Litter
•

Support measures to control litter as an environmental and aesthetic problem. 2005

•

Support the role of individuals, business, volunteer groups, and government in
controlling litter. 2005

•

Support the efforts of all individuals/ groups to change attitudes so that a litter-free
environment is valued. 2005

Drainage and Wastewater Management
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•

Support the development of governmental policies, legislation and processes for
stormwater management that protect and maintain habitats as part of a sustainable
ecosystem. 2009

•

Support emerging scientifically-based practices that encourage best management
practices, low impact development and natural drainage systems. 2009

Regional Water Supply
•

Support water conservation efforts by all users, including education programs,
voluntary and mandatory conservation requirements that take into account previous
conservation efforts, and alternative types of water reuse. 1996, 1999

•

Support a regional approach to water resources, watersheds, basins, and aquifers.
Decision-making bodies should be accountable to the citizens of the region. 1999

•

Support a legal framework to create a regional water entity to manage regional water
development. 1996

Washington State Water Rights and Groundwater Protection
•

Support the principle of maximum net benefits, including benefits to human health and
safety, riparian habitat, concurrency of supply with permitted demand, Indian treaty
rights, protection of instream flow, and hydraulic continuity. 1996, 1999

•

“Allocation of waters among potential uses and users shall be based on the securing of
the maximum net benefits for the people of the state. Maximum net benefits shall
constitute total benefits less cost including opportunities lost.” (Water Resources Act,
1971)
A. Quality should be maintained and enforced.
B. Quantity should be determined and allocation adjudicated as necessary.
C. Water resource management should be funded through water use fees, development
permit application fees, and the state general fund.
D. The Department of Ecology should regulate both water quantity and water quality. There
should be coordination, integration and cooperation between the Department of Ecology
and the Department of Public Health and other regulating agencies at all levels of
government, with provision for meaningful public input.

•

Support federal and state standards and guidelines on a watershed basis. Other
governments should meet or exceed federal and state regulations. County government
should be the most restrictive. 1996
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A. The state Wellhead Protection Program should be enforced to protect aquifers and
recharge areas. The Management Plan should include effective citizen education
elements and citizen participation.
B. Zoning regulations should limit development in order to protect aquifer recharge areas.

•

All wells (Class A, B, and single family residential wells) should be measured and the
data regarding water withdrawal, use and claims be reported to King County and the
Department of Ecology.
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